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Announce ment of met hodol ogi cal changes t o Dent al Wor ki ng 
Hour s, Nort her n Irel and, 2010/ 11 and 2011/ 12 
  

Thi s document announces t wo changes t o t he met hodol ogy used t o pr oduce t he Dent al 
Wor ki ng Hours, Nort hern Irel and, 2010/ 11 and 2011/ 12 report f or Nort her n Irel and.  

I n or der t o coll ect t he inf or mati on requi red f or t he publi cati on a survey i s conduct ed of 
every denti st i n Nort hern Irel and t hat has conduct ed some NHS activi t y i n eit her 2010/ 11 
or 2011/ 12. Pr evi ousl y t he survey was a paper based survey post ed t o each denti st 
i ncl uded i n t he popul ation. For t hi s publi cati on t he dat a coll ecti on met hodol ogy has 
changed t o be el ectroni c. Denti st s i ncl uded wi t hi n t he popul ati on were sent i nvit ati ons i n 
t he post or vi a e- mail (wher e e- mail addr esses wer e avail abl e) t o t he onli ne survey. Thi s 
enabl ed si gni fi cant fi nanci al savi ngs and i mproved effi ci enci es upon recei pt of t he ret urns.  

Wi t hi n t he questi onnai re itself t wo questi ons wer e adj ust ed. Questi ons 6, 7, 13 and 14 
wer e changed from t he previ ous survey t o attempt t o i dentif y i ncor por at ed denti st s. Thi s i s 
because t he Dent al  Worki ng Gr oup have i dentifi ed t hi s gr oup of denti st s as one t o be 
i dentifi ed and t aken i nto account i n t he publi cati ons pr oduced by t he group.  

These changes have been agr eed t hrough t he Dent al  Wor ki ng Gr oup, whi ch has 
repr esent ati on from The Depart ment of Heal th Soci al Servi ces and Publi c Saf et y, The 
Bri ti sh Dent al  Associ ation, The Secr et ari at f or t he Revi ew Body on Doct ors’ and Denti st s’ 
Re muner ati on, Nort hern Irel and Busi ness Servi ces Or gani sati on, Her Maj est y’ s Revenue 
and Cust oms: Knowl edge, Anal ysi s and I nt elli gence Di vi si on, and The Nati onal  
Associ ati on of Speci alist Dent al  Account ant s and Lawyers. 

 


