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	Publication Date 
	03/06/2024

	Publication Title
	Data Minimisation - Uplift to Inbound and Outbound Data Flows

	Addendum ID
	NHSE-ADDEN-041

	Specification Impacted
	Specifications to be uplifted are:

· NHS Digital daily clinical vaccination extract technical specification v4.1
(Revised Name for uplift document: 
NHSE Daily Vaccination Events (In-Bound) Extract Technical Specification v5.0)

· Vaccinations Outbound - NHSE to GP and MOD System Suppliers v3.0
(Revised Name for Uplift Document
NHSE Daily Vaccination Events to GP and MOD (Out-Bound) Extract Technical Specification Version v4.0)

· NHS Digital to Devolved Administrations daily vaccination extract technical specification v2.0
(Revised Name for Uplift Document
NHSE Daily Vaccination Events to Devolved Administrations (Out-Bound) Extract Technical Specification v3.0)

· GP Suppliers to NHSD MMR file specification v1.1
Document to be redacted.
(Data to flow in-line with
NHSE Daily Vaccination Events (In-Bound) Extract Technical Specification v5.0)

· CSMS and NIVS to DPS_HPV file specification v1.1
Document to be redacted.
(Data to flow in-line with
NHSE Daily Vaccination Events (In-Bound) Extract Technical Specification v5.0)


	Target Suppliers
	The change will impact ALL supplier systems that submit and/or ingest data from NHSE DPS.

	Functionality Due Date
	This date will be agreed with your respective NHSE Delivery Managers 

	Version
	1.0

	Status
	Approved
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[Note to suppliers: This Addendum is a formal commission for work, the content of which will be updated into the respective specification(s) at a future date. 
1. Vaccination data capture and ingestion changes required to support Data Minimisation 
Summary of changes:

a) Data Items for Deprecation from Vaccination Event Data Flows: 
The following data items are to be deprecated for information sharing (inbound to NHSE) and receiving (outbound from NHSE):
· PERFORMING_PROFESSIONAL_BODY_REG_CODE
· PERFORMING_PROFESSIONAL_BODY_REG_URI
· SDS_JOB_ROLE_NAME
· REPORT_ORIGIN
· VACCINATION_SITUATION_CODE
· VACCINATION_SITUATION_TERM
· NOT_GIVEN
· REASON_NOT_GIVEN_CODE
· REASON_NOT_GIVEN_TERM
· INDICATION_TERM
· NHS_NUMBER_STATUS_INDICATOR_CODE
· NHS_NUMBER_STATUS_INDICATOR_DESCRIPTION
· LOCAL_PATIENT_ID
· LOCAL_PATIENT_URI
· CONSENT_FOR_TREATMENT_CODE
· CONSENT_FOR_TREATMENT_DESCRIPTION
· CARE_SETTING_TYPE_CODE
· CARE_SETTING_TYPE_DESCRIPTION
· IP_ADDRESS
· USER_ID
· USER_NAME
· USER_EMAIL
· SUBMITTED_TIMESTAMP
NOTE: Although the afore mentioned data items are no longer required to be populated in the vaccination event data sharing specifications, where applicable, they MUST still be retained at a local level on the local vaccination event data capture systems for future considerations, either for future clinical assessment, clinical decision making or audit purposes.

b) Deprecation of Disease Type specific specifications:
The revised “NHSE Daily Vaccination Events (In-Bound) Extract Technical Specification v5.0” has been uplifted and made Disease Type (vaccine) agnostic. Therefore, suppliers who currently provide MMR and HPV data must now use the new specification for sharing of structured vaccination event data. 
The following specifications are therefore deprecated and must no longer be used when submitting vaccination event data:
· GP Suppliers to NHSD MMR file specification v1.1
· CSMS and NIVS to DPS_HPV file specification v1.1
2. Business Justification 

a) Current Position
 
As part of the response to the COVID-19 pandemic the Vaccination Digital Services (VDS) team (formerly Technology & Data workstream) were commissioned by the NHS England (NHSE) to facilitate the data sharing of COVID-19 vaccinations administered across the country at a rapid pace from Point of Care (POC) system providers back to an individual’s GP clinical record. A number of solutions were designed and implemented to support the end-to-end citizen vaccination journey under significantly tight time constraints. 

To date, all COVID-19 vaccination event data is shared via a specified file format in the form of comma separated values (.csv). This file format instructs the POC providers what data should be shared to facilitate updates to clinical records, reporting and operational business processes, for example call/recall. These files are returned to the Authority at the end of each working day for processing and sharing the next day.
  
Currently, the file format seeks to capture and flow 57 specific data items where available, including details of the individual themselves, geographical location, vaccination specific information, vaccination event data, who has performed the vaccination, along with other data attributes. 

As a result of the success of the this approach this same file format is used to capture and share information for other section 7a vaccinations, namely HPV and MMR. It is further used to capture and flow data for the annual flu campaign. 
 
b) The programme has evolved
 
As we’ve moved away from pandemic conditions, the vaccination programme is now seeking to move away from sharing data via .csv files to align with NHS England’s strategic approach of sharing data in near real-time using pre-defined data sharing protocols, namely Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources (FHIR) which is the global industry standard for passing healthcare data between systems. 

Adoption of the API approach will negate the need to maintain the current .csv data sharing process.
The creation of a centralised, vaccine agnostic API immunisation events is part of a wider strategic piece to share and record data in real time. This allows health care workers to make decisions with up-to-date data. The immunisation FHIR API provides read/write immunisation event features for internal and external stakeholders including point of care providers. The API will be vaccine agnostic, supporting all section 7a disease types and will be built from the ground up to manage this load plus another pandemic. 
 
c) Revision to Vaccination Event Data Model
 
As we move to the FHIR API approach, the VDS team have reviewed the need for capturing and sharing all 57 data items.
 
Analysis of the data attributes, along with input from clinicians within VDS and Platforms team have identified there are 23 (twenty-three) data items that can be descoped from the data flows (in-bound and out-bound). 
NOTE: This does not mean that data should not be captured and maintained locally on the UI to inform clinical decision making, maintaining robust audits of the vaccination event itself, and/or required for user/business needs, etc. 
 
Furthermore, these data items have been reviewed against the Professional Record Standards Body (PRSB) Core Information Standard (Version 2.0) Logical Data Model, to ensure descoping from sharing this information would not have a negative impact on ingestion systems. The analysis has concluded that as the data items are not mandated by the standard, not flowing them for information sharing should not have a detrimental impact on ingestion systems, for example GPIT Foundation systems.

It must also be noted that currently only successful vaccinations are shared, therefore situation codes which related to failed attendances that do not convert into administered vaccines are not relevant in this use case.
 
Furthermore, from an Information Governance (IG) and Data Protection Principle (c): Data Minimisation perspective, the organisation must ensure we are only processing data that is:
· adequate – sufficient to properly fulfil your stated purpose;
· relevant – has a rational link to that purpose; and
· limited to what is necessary – you do not hold more than you need for that purpose.
Therefore, we will be looking to priorities this work to be IG and DP conformant. 
3. Functional Requirements 
Suppliers should continue to follow the requirements defined within the “Overall specification for point of care systems” specification, available at https://digital.nhs.uk/developer/api-catalogue/vaccination. 

4. Non-functional Requirements
All data items previously captured for audit purposes MUST be retained and managed locally on the provider system solutions and must be made available to the Authority on request.
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