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Background

The Health and Social Care Act 2012 (the Act) gives the Health and Social Care Information
Centre, now known as NHS Digital and hereafter referred to by this name, statutory powers,
under section 259(1)(a), to require data from health or social care bodies, or organisations
that provide health or adult social care in England, where it has been directed to establish an
information system by the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care or NHS England.

The data, as specified by NHS Digital in this published Data Provision Notice, is required to
support a direction from the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care to NHS Digital.
Therefore, organisations that are in scope of the notice are legally required, under section
259(5) of the Act, to provide the data in the form and manner specified below.

The data was previously collected into Unify 2 under the commencement order from NHS
England but is now being collected under a Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
direction for NHS Digital to migrate and continue to collect the data.

The collection template and collection pipeline have been reviewed to reflect the change in
NHS commissioning structures from 1 July 2022.

Purpose of the collection

The collection is required to monitor and assess Accident and Emergency (A&E)
performance as set in the NHS Mandate and NHS Constitution (At least 95% of patients
should be seen, treated and discharged or admitted within 4 hours of arrival).

Data and guidance is available here: https://www.england.nhs.uk/statistics/statistical-work-
areas/ae-waiting-times-and-activity/

Benefits of the collection

These statistics are used to provide information to the public and other stakeholders, to
highlight where Accident and Emergency (A&E) performance is an issue, and how it has
changed over time. They enable commissioners and NHS England to monitor performance
against the national standard.

Legal basis for the collection, analysis, publication
and dissemination

NHS Digital has been directed by the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care under
section 254 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012; to establish and operate a system for
the migration and continued operation for the collection and analysis of the information
specified for this service. A copy of the Direction is published here:
https://digital.nhs.uk/about-nhs-digital/corporate-information-and-documents/directions-and-
data-provision-notices/secretary-of-state-directions/the-migration-and-continued-operation-
of-the-unify2-collections-through-the-strategic-data-collections-service-direction-2017

This information is required by NHS Digital under section 259(1)(a) of the Health and Social
Care Act 2012.

In line with section 259(5) of the Act, all organisations in scope, in England, must comply
with the requirement and provide information to NHS Digital in the form, manner and period
specified in this Data Provision Notice.
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This Notice is issued in accordance with the procedure published as part of NHS Digital duty
under section 259(8).

Persons consulted

Following receipt of a direction to establish and operate a system for the migration and
continued operation to collect Accident and Emergency (A&E) Attendances and Emergency
Admissions data, NHS Digital has, as required under section 258 of the Health and Social
Care Act 2012, consulted with the following persons:

e NHS England - the organisation that issued the original direction (under the
commencement order).

e Department of Health and Social Care — the organisation from which the current
Direction was issued to NHS Digital.

e Data providers - consulted regarding the use of the Strategic Data Collections Service
(SDCS) platform.

NHS England has also consulted providers regarding changes to the Unify platform as part
of on-going work with NHS Digital.

Scope of the collection

Under section 259(1)(a) of the Health and Social Care Act 2012, this Notice is served in
accordance with the procedure published as part of the NHS Digital duty under section
259(8) on the following persons:

All emergency care providers — defined as NHS Trusts and Independent Sector Providers
(who provide Accident and Emergency (A&E) services) or have emergency admissions.,
averaging more than 200 attendees per month, including Type 1, 2, and 3 (Urgent
Treatment Centres)

All providers admitting at least 40 emergency patients per month.

Under section 259(5) of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 the organisation types
specified in the above Scope must comply with the Form, Manner and Period requirements
below:

Form of the collection
Data is collected at an aggregate level for each NHS Trust / Independent Sector Provider.

Data is split into two sections: Accident and Emergency (A&E) attendances & Emergency
Admissions.

Data is split by A&E department type (1, 2 or other). A&E attendances lasting over 4 hours
are captured along with waits of 4-12 hours between decision to admit and admission and
waits of 12 hours or more between decision to admit and admission. See Appendix 1 for a
visual representation of the current submission form.

Manner of the collection

This data will be collated on an Excel template and uploaded to the NHS Digital web-based
system, Strategic Data Collection Service (SDCS).
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Further information is available here: https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/data-
collections-and-data-sets/data-collections/strategic-data-collection-service-sdcs

Period of the collection
This is an ongoing monthly collection. The timeframes are as follows:

e Submission deadline is the 2nd working day after the month end
e Publication is the 2nd Thursday of month.

For example, the deadlines for November data are as follows:

e Submission deadline on 4th December

e Data published on 14th December.

Data quality

Microsoft Excel templates contain validation criteria. The Strategic Data Collection Service
(SDCS) further validates the submissions for accuracy.

In addition, NHS England undertakes high level validations of the data submitted by NHS
trusts to identify any large errors in the data. These validation routines include querying large
differences in volumes of attendances, large changes in performance and any 12 hour waits
from decision to admit to admission.

Burden of the collection

Steps taken by NHS Digital to minimise the burden of collection

In seeking to minimise the burden it imposes on others, in line with sections 253 (2)(a) and
265(3) of the Health and Social Care Act 2012, NHS Digital has an assessment process to
validate and challenge the level of burden incurred through introducing new information
standards, collections and extractions.

This assurance is carried out by the Data Standards and Assurance Service (DSAS) which
assures burden assessment evidence provided as part of the overarching Data Alliance
Partnership Board (DAPB) process. The DAPB, acting under authority of the Secretary of
State, oversees the assurance and approval of information standards, data collections and
data extractions for the health and social care system in England.

Assessed costs

The associated burden of the data collection is:

Burd.en on £278,115 Year 1 costs (including set up costs)
providers

Burd.en on £278,115 Year 2 and ongoing annual costs
providers
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Appendix 1

A visual representation of the data submission form.

Emergency Care Monthly Situation Report

A&E Activity (in calendar month) Items on booked appointments where applicable

Attendances by A&E Type Booked appointments by A&E type (do not include in
attendance figures)
- o - N Other A&E 7 B T B Other A&E Total attendences
Ype YRe Department ype ype Department (calculated)

Number of A&E attendances 0
Number of patients who have had a total time in A&E

of over 4 hours from arrival to discharge, transfer or 0
admission

Number of patients who have waited 4-12 hours in
A&E from decision to admit to admission

Number of patients who have waited over 12 hours in
A&E from decision to admit to admission

Emergency Admissions (in calendar month)

. O . Number of Admissions

Emergency admissions via A&E - Type 1

Emergency admissions via A&E - Type 2

Emergency admissions via A&E - Other A&E
department

Other emergency admissions
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Document management

Revision History

Version Date Summary of Changes

’ 01/05/2018 Initial drgft — collection transition from Unify2 to SDCS collection
mechanism
New dimension block for "Booked appointments by A&E type" has been

2 27/08/2020 added to capture Type 1, Type 2, and Other A&E Department data (not
published)

3 31/05/2022 Scheduled document review

Reviewers
This document must be reviewed by the following people:

Reviewer name Title / Responsibility Date Version

Head of Data Collection

. 01/05/2018 1
Service

Anna Cale

Business and Operational
Sarah Freeman Delivery Management 27/08/2020 2
Officer

Business and Operational
Sarah Freeman Delivery Management 31/05/2022 3
Officer

Approved by

This document must be approved by the following people:

Name Title Date Version
Richard Irvine Information Asset Owner 01/05/2018 1
Sandeep Manku geaq of Data Collection  »7,56/9020 2

ervice
Andrew Sunley Head of Data Collection  3,45/5999 3

Service (a.i.)

Document Control

The controlled copy of this document is maintained on the NHS Digital website. Any copies
of this document held outside of that area, in whatever format (e.g., paper, email
attachment), are considered to have passed out of control and should be checked for
currency and validity.
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For further information

www.digital.nhs.uk
0300 303 5678

Under the Open Government Licence you are encouraged to use and re-use the publicly
accessible information in this notice free of charge. Re-use includes copying, issuing copies to
the public, publishing, broadcasting and translating into other languages and its subsequent

use in commercial or non-commercial enterprise.
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